
The Forts Circuit
1 h to 2 h

3.6 km
Circuit

↑ 131 m
↓ 131 m

2

Easy track

Starting from the car park off Radical Bay Road, Florence Bay, this walk takes you to the historic
forts and ruins from WWII at the summit, visiting Arthur Bay Lookout along the way. Explore the
command post and other parts of the historic base that was built to guard the entrance to the
mainland from enemy forces. From latrines to workshops, the encampments are full of
informational signs about the area and how it looked back in the day. The observation post
provides you with an unimpeded coastal view over the land but is not the only place you can get
exceptional views. The track leading to the fort is well-maintained and features a water drinking
station midway. Even if you’re not that into history, the fact that you’re almost guaranteed to see
a koala here can make you get off the couch. Come in the afternoon and look carefully in the trees
to heighten your chances of seeing them. As a plus, you can see microbats and wallabies while
looking for the fluffballs. Avoid the midday heat as the track is quite exposed. Involves steps. Let
us begin by acknowledging the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we travel today, and
pay our respects to their Elders past and present.
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Class 2 of 6
Clear and well formed track or trail

Quality of track Clear and well formed track or trail (2/6)

Gradient Gentle hills with occasional steps (2/6)

Signage Clearly signposted (1/6)

Infrastructure Generally useful facilities (such as fenced cliffs and seats) (1/6)

Experience Required No experience required (1/6)

Weather Weather generally has little impact on safety (1/6)

Getting to the start: From Harbour Drive, Nelly Bay.

Turn on to Arcadia Road then drive for 3.9 km
Turn sharp right onto Radical Bay Road and drive for another 15 m

Before you start any journey ensure you;
• Tell someone you trust where you are going and what to do if you are late returning
• Have adequate equipment, supplies, skills & knowledge to undertake this journey safely
• Consider weather forecasts, park/track closures & fire dangers
• Can respond to emergencies & call for help at any point
• Are healthy and fit enough for this journey
If not, change plans and stay safe. It is okay to delay and ask people for help. Share

Bushwalk.com
/j/JPH15U

Bushwalking is fun but also can be dangerous. All information here is general and your personal and specific situation needs to be considered. You need to be prepared to cope with
all kinds of errors and/or omissions. Neither the authors nor publishers accept responsibility or liability for any inconvenience, loss or injury sustained.
© bushwalk.com. The maps and some text in this document are generated using Open Database Licenced data © OpenStreetMap contributors and other sources.

https://bushwalk.com/j/JPH15U
https://bushwalk.com/j/JPH15U
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Getting started: Getting started: From the car park onFrom the car park on
Radical Bay Road(metres away from theRadical Bay Road(metres away from the
intersection with Horseshoe Bay Road),intersection with Horseshoe Bay Road),
pass through the bollard and head alongpass through the bollard and head along
the bitumen walking track marked by thethe bitumen walking track marked by the
green signpost. Pass by Arthur Baygreen signpost. Pass by Arthur Bay
Lookout(to your right) as the track veersLookout(to your right) as the track veers
left to continue along The Forts Circuit.left to continue along The Forts Circuit.
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        StartStart..

After 250 m come to the "Arthur Bay Lookout"After 250 m come to the "Arthur Bay Lookout"
(15 m on your right).(15 m on your right).
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        Veer leftVeer left, to head along The Forts, to head along The Forts
Walking Track.Walking Track.

After another 210 m pass the "Water Tap" (9 mAfter another 210 m pass the "Water Tap" (9 m
on your left).on your left).
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    After another 25 m     After another 25 m veer rightveer right, to, to
head along The Forts Walking Track.head along The Forts Walking Track.

After another 710 m After another 710 m continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along The Forts Walking Track.head along The Forts Walking Track.
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    After another 130 m     After another 130 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along The Forts, to head along The Forts
Walking Track.Walking Track.

After another 8 m find the "Latrine" (20 m onAfter another 8 m find the "Latrine" (20 m on
your right).your right).

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: This little side trip: This little side trip

takes you to the historical workshop.takes you to the historical workshop.
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    To start this optional side trip turn left    To start this optional side trip turn left
here. here. StartStart..

After another 45 m come to "Workshop".After another 45 m come to "Workshop".
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    The end.    The end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 45Turn around and retrace your steps back the 45
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn sharp left and followBack at the main route turn sharp left and follow
on from the 1.3 km waypoint.on from the 1.3 km waypoint.

Back at the main route ERROR >360 and followBack at the main route ERROR >360 and follow
on from the 2.3 km waypoint.on from the 2.3 km waypoint.
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    After another 10 m     After another 10 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along The Forts, to head along The Forts
Walking Track.Walking Track.

After another 60 m After another 60 m continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along The Forts Walking Track.along The Forts Walking Track.
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    After another 40 m     After another 40 m continuecontinue
straightstraight..
Keep left. Keep left. 
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    After another 55 m     After another 55 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Forts Circuit., to head along Forts Circuit.

After another 95 m find the "Observation Post"After another 95 m find the "Observation Post"
(35 m on your left).(35 m on your left).
This WWII rellic provides you an unimpededThis WWII rellic provides you an unimpeded
coastal view.coastal view.
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        Continue straightContinue straight, to head along, to head along
Forts Circuit.Forts Circuit.

After another 15 m find the "AmmunitionAfter another 15 m find the "Ammunition
Store/Arsenal" (9 m on your left).Store/Arsenal" (9 m on your left).

After another 2 m After another 2 m continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Forts Circuit.along Forts Circuit.
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    After another 105 m     After another 105 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Forts Circuit., to head along Forts Circuit.

After another 30 m find the "Gun Emplacement"After another 30 m find the "Gun Emplacement"
(25 m on your right).(25 m on your right).

Then come to the "Range Finder" (6 m on yourThen come to the "Range Finder" (6 m on your
right).right).

After another 35 m find the "Gun Emplacement"After another 35 m find the "Gun Emplacement"
(30 m on your left).(30 m on your left).

After another 6 m After another 6 m continue straightcontinue straight, to head, to head
along Forts Circuit.along Forts Circuit.
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    After another 70 m     After another 70 m turn leftturn left, to head, to head
along Forts Circuit.along Forts Circuit.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: This side trip takes: This side trip takes
you to the historic observation post, providing youyou to the historic observation post, providing you
unimpeded views as mentioned in the description.unimpeded views as mentioned in the description.
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    To start this optional side trip turn left    To start this optional side trip turn left
here. here. StartStart..

After another 50 m come to "Observation Post".After another 50 m come to "Observation Post".
This WWII rellic provides you an unimpededThis WWII rellic provides you an unimpeded
coastal view.coastal view.
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    The end.    The end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 50Turn around and retrace your steps back the 50
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route veer left and follow onBack at the main route veer left and follow on
from the 1.9 km waypoint.from the 1.9 km waypoint.
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    After another 75 m     After another 75 m veer rightveer right, to, to
head along Forts Circuit.head along Forts Circuit.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: This little side trip: This little side trip
takes you to the Military Signals Building.takes you to the Military Signals Building.
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    To start this optional side trip continue    To start this optional side trip continue
straight here. straight here. StartStart heading along  heading along FortsForts
CircuitCircuit..

After another 45 m come to "Military SignalsAfter another 45 m come to "Military Signals
Building".Building".
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    The end.    The end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 45Turn around and retrace your steps back the 45
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route veer left and follow onBack at the main route veer left and follow on
from the 1.9 km waypoint.from the 1.9 km waypoint.
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    After another 15 m     After another 15 m turn leftturn left, to head, to head
along Forts Circuit.along Forts Circuit.

After another 155 m find the "Artillery CommandAfter another 155 m find the "Artillery Command
Post" (about 7 m ahead).Post" (about 7 m ahead).
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    After another 65 m     After another 65 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along Forts Circuit., to head along Forts Circuit.
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    After another 55 m     After another 55 m veer leftveer left, to head, to head
along The Forts Walking Track.along The Forts Walking Track.

Start of an optional side tripStart of an optional side trip: This little side trip: This little side trip
takes you to the historical workshop.takes you to the historical workshop.
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    To start this optional side trip turn    To start this optional side trip turn
right here. right here. StartStart..

After another 45 m come to "Workshop".After another 45 m come to "Workshop".
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    The end.    The end.

Turn around and retrace your steps back the 45Turn around and retrace your steps back the 45
m to the main route.m to the main route.

Back at the main route turn sharp left and followBack at the main route turn sharp left and follow
on from the 1.3 km waypoint.on from the 1.3 km waypoint.

Back at the main route ERROR >360 and followBack at the main route ERROR >360 and follow
on from the 2.3 km waypoint.on from the 2.3 km waypoint.
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    After another 95 m     After another 95 m continuecontinue
straightstraight, to head along The Forts, to head along The Forts
Walking Track.Walking Track.

After another 145 m After another 145 m continue straightcontinue straight, to, to
head along The Forts Walking Track.head along The Forts Walking Track.
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    After another 710 m     After another 710 m veer leftveer left, to, to
head along The Forts Walking Track.head along The Forts Walking Track.
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    After another 235 m     After another 235 m veer rightveer right, to, to
head along The Forts Walking Track.head along The Forts Walking Track.
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    After another 240 m come to the end.    After another 240 m come to the end.
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